
IF YOU HAVE TO EVACUATE… 
Evacuate immediately if told to do so by authorities.  
 
Take your grab bag with you if you have it with you. Use travel routes specified by 
local authorities, some areas may be impassable or dangerous. 
 
Preparing to evacuate  
There may be times when authorities tell you to prepare to evacuate, but you do 
not need to leave immediately. For example, you may be told to prepare to 
evacuate if river levels are getting very high and there is a risk of flooding. 
 
Prepare to evacuate by following these steps:  

1. Put on protective, weather appropriate clothing to cover your arms and 
legs, and sturdy footwear in case you have to move through debris. 

2. Put your grab bag by the door or in your vehicle. 
3. Leave mobile phones on and charged so you can receive Emergency 

Mobile Alerts and Antenno updates.  
4. Listen to the radio or check website or Facebook pages for updates.  
5. Listen to Emergency Management Southland authorities and follow any 

instructions regarding evacuation of your area. Self-evacuate if you feel 
unsafe.  
 

Physical disability or mobility impairment  
If you or someone you are caring for has a physical disability or mobility 
impairment, make sure you bring any aids required. 
The most important thing you can do is prepare – and the first step is thinking 
about how an emergency could impact your life.   

• How will an emergency affect you?  
• What if the roads are closed?  
• What if the shops are closed?  
• What if there is no power?  
• What if there is no water?  
• What if there is no phone or internet?  
• What if you have to leave home in a hurry?  

Once you know what the impact could be, the next step is preparing. In an 
emergency, disruptions can last for days – you’ll need to think about what you 
will need, who can support you and where you will go if you can’t stay at home.  

 
 
Babies and young children 
Babies are more at risk of becoming dehydrated or getting an infection, so they 
need special care and attention in an emergency.  
In an emergency, roads and shops may be closed for three days or more, so you 
need to have supplies to get your baby through. 
 
Make sure you have supplies for young children in a grab bag in case you have to 
leave home in a hurry. The grab bag should have warm clothing, water and snack 
food, and a favourite toy or game to keep them occupied.  
 
Pets 
Preparing pets for evacuation by bringing your pets indoors and confine them to 
one room to allow you to find them quickly when you need to leave. Have pet 
carrier boxes and leashes ready.  
Take your pets with you when you evacuate – if it will not delay you, or consider 
an early evacuation.  
 
Preparing your home 
Turn off water, electricity and gas if advised to. 
Move valuable and dangerous items as high above the floor as possible. This 
includes electrical equipment and chemicals. Use watertight containers to store 
important items. 
Lift curtains, rugs and bedding off the floor. 

Key Communications for the Gore District  
If life or property is at risk - call 111 (fire, police, ambulance) 

Radio Stations  Hokonui   94.8 FM 
CaveFM  106.40FM 

Gore District Council website               www.goredc.govt.nz 

Gore District Council Facebook page              www.Facebook.com/GoreDC   

Emergency Management Southland Website      www.cdsouthland.nz 

Emergency Management Southland Facebook   www.facebook.com/cdsouthland/ 

Other helpful sites: www.getready.govt.nz  www.civildefence.govt.nz 
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